THE MURDER OF BECKET.
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sent orders for the restoration of his wine arid the release of
the captured seamen; but the archbishop would not wait for
the State to do him justice. On Christmas Eve he was further
exasperated by the appearance at the gate of his palace of one
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of his sumpter mules, which had been brutally mutilated by Sir  5
Banulf de Broc's kinsman Robert.    "The viper's brood," as
Herbert de Bosham sa;d, " were lifting up their heads.    The